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Dear Senior Manager Anne Stephenson,

Efficiency Maine for too many years has given most of their financial assistance to middle and
upper middle class families. This 3 year plan gives only the minimally required 10% of all EM
funding that by state law must go to LIHESP programs. I would like to see the category of
funding that includes free heat pump water heaters doubled for LIHESP, as this will save the
homeowner money plus dehumidify. I would not give these grants to LIHESP recipients with
trailers as the water heater is often located in an unheated cabinet out of the trailer living area.
The required copay of $500 per zone of insulation in a LIHESP house is prohibitive for low
income homeowners to be able to invest in ANY insulation in their house. The only options
for homeowners or trailer owners would be to take a PACE loan, that they could pay off from
savings from lower heating bills over time or to receive donations of $500 from community
groups such as CAP agencies, Habitat for Humanity or churches to make the copays. I
strongly object to this reduction of the benefit from the former amount of $1000 per zone, for
walls, basement and attic. If EM sincerely expects to meet its goals of weatherizing a
significant percentage of Maine homes, the LIHESP program must have a much lower
matching copay from the homeowner, in the range of $50 to $100 total. LIHESP eligible
recipients do not have financial savings, as 50% of Mainers could not make a $400 emergency
bill for car or health needs. These folks are behind on their electric and fuel bills, and must put
income to those essentials plus rent and food. They cannot take the risk of taking on a 5%
interest rate loan to have a contractor install better insulation, unless it keeps their fuel bills
flat or lowers them. 
As I said in my oral testimony, this incentive system should be better planned to encourage
volunteers from nonprofit organizations such as churches, Habitat for Humanity and Window
Dressers to do free installation for LIHESP customers, so all the incentives can go into
materials and increase the effectiveness of EM incentives. The homeowner herself((or
himself) can participate in the installation of insulation with a minimum of training by the
nonprofit. For this to work well, EM should seek out and reward contractors who will do the
initial energy audit and the final evaluation after work is done, for the assessment incentive.
By lowering this incentive from $1000 in 2016 to $600 in 2018, this lowers rather than raises
the incentives for contractors to do this needed service for LIHESP funds weatherization
access. Sierra CATs recommend returning the weatherization incentive to $1000 to be given
entirely for a quality energy audit that includes a detailed written report of the most cost
effective improvements to each house, and an infrared camera picture of the walls, doors,
windows, basement,& roof.
Nancy B Chandler, Phippsburg CAT, Sierra Club

Sincerely,
Nancy B Chandler
53 Sprague Rd
PhippsburgY, ME 04562

mailto:anne.stephenson@efficiencymaine.com

